
Study Guide for George Macdonald's The
Princess and the Goblin
The Princess and the Goblin is a classic fantasy novel by George
MacDonald. It was first published in 1872 and has been enjoyed by readers
of all ages ever since. The story follows the adventures of Princess Irene, a
young girl who is kidnapped by goblins and taken to their underground
kingdom. With the help of a brave miner named Curdie, Irene escapes from
the goblins and returns to her home.
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The Princess and the Goblin is a timeless story that has been praised for
its beautiful language, its imaginative characters, and its timeless themes.
This study guide will help you understand the book's characters, plot,
themes, and symbolism.

Characters

Princess Irene: The main character of the story, Irene is a young girl
who is kidnapped by goblins and taken to their underground kingdom.
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She is a brave and resourceful girl who never gives up hope.

Curdie: A brave miner who helps Irene escape from the goblins. He is
a kind and compassionate young man who is always willing to help
others.

The Goblin King: The leader of the goblins, he is a cruel and
heartless tyrant. He is determined to keep Irene prisoner in his
kingdom.

The Princess's Grandmother: A wise and loving woman who helps
Irene prepare for her journey to the goblin kingdom. She gives Irene a
magic ring that will protect her from the goblins.

Plot

The story begins when Princess Irene is kidnapped by goblins and taken to
their underground kingdom. Irene is terrified, but she quickly learns to
adapt to her new surroundings. She makes friends with some of the
goblins, and she even learns to speak their language.

One day, Irene meets Curdie, a brave miner who has come to the goblin
kingdom to rescue his brother. Curdie and Irene quickly become friends,
and Curdie vows to help Irene escape from the goblins.

Together, Curdie and Irene set out on a dangerous journey to the surface
world. They must overcome many obstacles along the way, but they never
give up hope. In the end, they are successful in returning to the surface
world, and Irene is reunited with her family.

Themes



The Princess and the Goblin is a story about many different things. It is a
story about courage, friendship, and hope. It is also a story about the
importance of good and evil.

One of the most important themes in the book is the power of courage.
Irene is a brave young girl who never gives up hope, even when she is
faced with danger. Curdie is also a brave young man who is always willing
to help others. Their courage is an inspiration to all who read the book.

Another important theme in the book is the importance of friendship. Irene
and Curdie become close friends, and they rely on each other to survive
their journey. Their friendship is a reminder that we all need friends to help
us through life's challenges.

Finally, The Princess and the Goblin is a story about the importance of
good and evil. The goblins are evil creatures who are determined to keep
Irene prisoner in their kingdom. Curdie and Irene represent the forces of
good, and they are determined to defeat the goblins and save Irene.

Symbolism

The Princess and the Goblin is full of symbolism. The goblins represent the
forces of darkness and evil, while Curdie and Irene represent the forces of
light and good. The journey to the surface world represents the journey
from darkness to light.

One of the most important symbols in the book is the magic ring that
Irene's grandmother gives her. The ring protects Irene from the goblins, and
it also represents the power of good. The ring is a reminder that even in the
darkest of times, there is always hope.



The Princess and the Goblin is a classic fantasy novel that has been
enjoyed by readers of all ages for over 150 years. It is a story about
courage, friendship, and hope. It is also a story about the importance of
good and evil. This study guide has provided you with a deeper
understanding of the book's characters, plot, themes, and symbolism. We
hope that you will continue to enjoy reading The Princess and the Goblin
for many years to come.
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The Life and Legacy of Voltaire: A Monumental
Exploration of an Intellectual Titan
Enlightenment Champion and Master of the Pen Fran&ccedil;ois-Marie
Arouet, better known by his pen name Voltaire, emerged as a towering...
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Prepare to embark on an extraordinary odyssey with "The Captain
Quest," a captivating novel by the renowned author Christopher Lee
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