
Mandela and Truth and Reconciliation Days of
Decision: A Book Review
In the aftermath of apartheid, South Africa faced an unprecedented
challenge: how to heal the wounds of a deeply divided nation and build a
new, democratic society. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC)
was established as a means to address the legacy of human rights
violations committed during apartheid. Chaired by Archbishop Desmond
Tutu, the TRC was tasked with investigating the truth about past atrocities,
facilitating reconciliation between victims and perpetrators, and
recommending measures to prevent future human rights abuses.

Mandela and Truth and Reconciliation: Days of Decision is a powerful and
moving account of the TRC's work. The book draws on interviews with key
figures in the process, including Nelson Mandela, Desmond Tutu, and TRC
commissioner Alex Boraine. It provides a unique glimpse into the
challenges and triumphs of the TRC, and the profound impact it had on
South African society.

Apartheid was a system of racial segregation and discrimination that was
implemented in South Africa from 1948 to 1994. Under apartheid, black
South Africans were denied basic rights, and were subjected to a range of
oppressive laws and practices. The legacy of apartheid left South Africa
with a deeply divided society, marked by racial inequality, poverty, and
mistrust.
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The TRC was established in 1995 as a way to address the human rights
abuses committed during apartheid. The commission was tasked with
investigating the truth about past atrocities, facilitating reconciliation
between victims and perpetrators, and recommending measures to prevent
future human rights abuses.

The TRC's work was divided into three phases:

The Investigation Phase: This phase involved gathering evidence
about human rights abuses committed during apartheid. The TRC
heard testimony from victims, perpetrators, and other witnesses, and
conducted investigations into specific incidents of violence and torture.

The Amnesty Phase: This phase allowed perpetrators of human
rights abuses to apply for amnesty in exchange for providing full
disclosure of their crimes. The TRC granted amnesty to over 1,000
individuals, but only after they had made a full disclosure of their
crimes and demonstrated remorse.

The Reconciliation Phase: This phase focused on facilitating
reconciliation between victims and perpetrators. The TRC organized a
series of public hearings where victims could share their stories, and
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perpetrators could apologize for their crimes. The TRC also
established a Reparation and Rehabilitation Fund to provide financial
compensation to victims of human rights abuses.

The TRC's work was not without its challenges. The commission faced
criticism from both victims and perpetrators, who accused it of being biased
or ineffective. The TRC was also challenged by the fact that many of the
perpetrators of apartheid were still in positions of power, and were unwilling
to cooperate with the commission.

Despite these challenges, the TRC made significant progress in addressing
the legacy of apartheid. The commission's investigations helped to uncover
the truth about past atrocities, and its amnesty process provided a way for
perpetrators to confront their crimes and seek forgiveness. The TRC also
played a key role in facilitating reconciliation between victims and
perpetrators, and in helping to build a new, democratic South Africa.

Mandela and Truth and Reconciliation: Days of Decision is a powerful and
moving account of the TRC's work. The book draws on interviews with key
figures in the process, including Nelson Mandela, Desmond Tutu, and TRC
commissioner Alex Boraine. It provides a unique glimpse into the
challenges and triumphs of the TRC, and the profound impact it had on
South African society.

The book is written in a clear and accessible style, and is suitable for a
wide range of readers. It is a valuable resource for anyone who is
interested in the history of South Africa, the legacy of apartheid, or the work
of the TRC.



The Truth and Reconciliation Commission was a unique and important
experiment in transitional justice. It helped to address the legacy of
apartheid, and to build a new, democratic South Africa. Mandela and Truth
and Reconciliation: Days of Decision is a powerful and moving account of
the TRC's work, and is a valuable resource for anyone who is interested in
the history of South Africa or the work of the TRC.
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Enlightenment Champion and Master of the Pen Fran&ccedil;ois-Marie
Arouet, better known by his pen name Voltaire, emerged as a towering...
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