
Academic Life in the Measured University
Higher education is facing a crossroads. The traditional model of the
university as a place of pure research and teaching is under increasing
pressure from governments, businesses, and the public to demonstrate its
value and impact. This pressure has led to a growing emphasis on
measurement and evaluation in academia, with universities being held
accountable for the outcomes of their students and research.
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This book provides an in-depth examination of the challenges and
opportunities facing higher education in the 21st century. It explores the
history of measurement in academia, the different types of metrics used to
assess universities, and the impact of measurement on academic life. The
book also offers a vision for the future of higher education, arguing that
universities must embrace measurement and evaluation as a tool for
improvement and innovation.
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The History of Measurement in Academia

The roots of measurement in academia can be traced back to the early
days of the university system. In medieval Europe, universities were
established as centers of learning and research, and they were often
judged by their reputation for academic excellence. However, there was no
formal system for measuring the quality of universities or the research
produced by their scholars.

The first attempts to measure academic quality emerged in the 19th
century, with the development of standardized testing and grading systems.
These systems were designed to ensure that students were meeting
minimum standards of achievement, but they also had the effect of creating
a hierarchy of universities, with those that scored higher on tests being
considered more prestigious.

In the 20th century, the emphasis on measurement in academia intensified.
Governments and businesses began to demand more accountability from
universities, and they developed a variety of metrics to assess the quality of
teaching and research. These metrics included measures of student
satisfaction, faculty productivity, and research impact.

The Different Types of Metrics Used to Assess Universities

There are a wide variety of metrics used to assess universities. These
metrics can be divided into two main categories: input metrics and output
metrics.

Input metrics measure the resources that a university has available to it,
such as the number of faculty members, the size of the library, and the
amount of research funding. Output metrics measure the outcomes of a



university's activities, such as the number of graduates, the quality of
research, and the impact of the university on society.

There is no single metric that can be used to assess the overall quality of a
university. However, by combining different types of metrics, it is possible to
get a good understanding of a university's strengths and weaknesses.

The Impact of Measurement on Academic Life

The growing emphasis on measurement in academia has had a significant
impact on academic life. On the one hand, measurement has helped to
improve the quality of teaching and research. Universities are now more
aware of the need to demonstrate their value to students and stakeholders,
and they are taking steps to improve their performance.

On the other hand, measurement has also had some negative
consequences for academic life. The focus on metrics has led to a
narrowing of the curriculum, as universities focus on teaching the material
that is most likely to be tested. It has also led to an increase in
bureaucracy, as universities create new offices and procedures to collect
and analyze data.

A Vision for the Future of Higher Education

The future of higher education is uncertain. The traditional model of the
university is under pressure from a variety of forces, including the rising
cost of tuition, the increasing availability of online education, and the
changing needs of the workforce.

However, there is also reason to be optimistic about the future of higher
education. Universities are more important than ever in today's globalized



world, and they have the potential to play a vital role in solving the world's
most pressing problems.

The key to ensuring the future of higher education is to embrace
measurement and evaluation as a tool for improvement and innovation.
Universities must use data to identify areas where they can improve, and
they must be willing to experiment with new ways of teaching and learning.

By embracing measurement and evaluation, universities can create a more
vibrant and innovative academic environment that will prepare students for
success in the 21st century.

Academic Life in the Measured University is a timely and important book
that provides a comprehensive overview of the challenges and
opportunities facing higher education in the 21st century. The book offers a
valuable resource for anyone interested in the future of higher education,
and it is essential reading for anyone working in academia.
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